June 1, 2026

Meeting number 948 of the Farmington Senior Citizens was called to order at 12:03 PM on Monday,
June 1, 2026, by President Gary Weidenborner. Eighteen members, including one new member, and
one guest were present. Members enjoyed their sandwich lunch and dessert provided by Linda
Schwartz and Karen Stratton.

While members ate, Ontario County Historian Preston Pierce presented The Grand Army of the
Republic. The G.A.R. is the fraternal organization of Civil War Veterans. Unlike other organizations
of Veterans that welcomed Veterans, including women, from other wars, the G.A.R. did not.
Therefore, as Civil War Veterans passed away, this organization diminished and eventually ended.
The principles of the organization were Fraternity, Charity, and Loyalty. Dr. Pierce shared the history
of the organization, including its founding by Dr. Benjamin Stepenson, who wanted to honor veterans
of the Civil War. The G.A.R. worked to get the Civil War Veterans and their families support, to
honor those in cemeteries, and to have the Pledge of Allegiance recited in schools. This organization
was also instrumental in establishing Declaration Day on May 30 and Columbus Day. Dr. Pierce also
shared information about local cemeteries with Civil War Veterans, local noteworthy Civil War
Veterans, and local G.A.R. organizations.

President Gary Weidenborner resumed the regular meeting at 1:05 PM. He introduced our new
member Audrey Houghtaling.

Secretary’s Report: The minutes from the May 18" meeting were read and amended. Kim Page will
present information on Pain, not on Health Insurance

Treasurer’s Report: As of June 1, 2026, there is $368.94 in the Treasury.
Birthdays: None

Anniversaries: None

Sunshine Report: A card will be sent to Suzie Hinderliter

Entertainment: Vice President Ruth Weidenborner
e Kim Page will give a presentation on Pain at the June 15" meeting.
e Ruth has contacted the Bread Man to do a presentation.
e The next meeting is a dish-to-pass. It is also Sundae Monday. Members should bring a dish-
to-pass, not dessert, and their favorite ice cream topping. The club will provide vanilla ice
cream.

Old Business: None

New Business:
Copies of the July to December meeting schedule are available.

Town of Farmington update by President Gary Weidenborner:

Road work continues throughout the area.
The Farmington Fireworks are July 3™ and the annual carnival is the first week in August.
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50/50 Raffle: Lynn Costello won $8.
There were dominos after the meeting.
President Gary Weidenborner closed the regular meeting about 1:20 PM.

Respectfully Submitted,
Kathy Wagner, Secretary
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